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L&P proudly serving your community for

Comments from Mike Coco, Chairman -
Board Member since 2008.

L&P is governed by a seven member, all volunteer 
and non-paid, board appointed by the City 
Commission. It makes decisions in open, public 
meetings that are televised and available online. 
The board packets and agendas are also available 
on the L&P website.

L&P board members are Traverse City citizens 
and ratepayers – charged with the responsibility 
of establishing long-range planning, infrastructure 
redevelopment and the pursuit of cost-effective 
power supply.

Local control has provided competitive rates, 
removed an antiquated bayfront coal plant to 
create more open space, added more wind power, 
contributed a significant percentage of L&P’s 
revenues to the city to help offset city taxes and 
provided grants to local non-profits. 

We have also conducted forums for public input 
on electric power generation and delivery of that 
power to homes and businesses. I urge you to 
continue voicing your opinions to help guide our 
decision-making.

~ Mike Coco, Chairman

L&P prides itself on providing safe, affordable, 
and reliable energy services in an environmentally 
conscious manner. These are the four guiding 
principles that are used in making the big decisions for 
the utility and its ratepayers. 

It goes without saying that safety needs to be a priority 
for L&P staff and the public. L&P is also proud to have 
the lowest residential electric rates and competitive 
commercial and industrial electric rates compared 
to other utilities in the area. Electric rates are a key 
factor when looking at the 
economic development of the 
Traverse City area. 

L&P is also a leader in 
providing environmentally 
conscious energy. This fall, 
L&P will have the highest
percentage of wind energy in 
its generation portfolio in the 
state of Michigan.

This is our mission and our
commitment to you, the
ratepayers.

~ Ed Rice, 
Executive Director

Q: What are the state’s 
requirements regarding 
renewable energy generation 
in Michigan?

A: Public Act 295, which was 
signed into state law by the 
Governor in 2008, requires all 
utilities in Michigan to have at least 
10% of their electricity generation 
come from renewable sources 
such as wind, solar, landfill gas and 
biomass by 2015.

Q: What is baseload power 
generation and why is it important?

A: Baseload electric generation refers 
to dependable electricity “every hour 
of every day.” It is the amount of power 
required to meet the electricity demands 
from customers. It is constant and not 
dependent on the wind blowing or the 
sun shining. Baseload generation can only 
come from coal, natural gas, nuclear, 
large hydro or biomass generation 
sources. 

More FAQs online at: www.tclp.org/30by20

Currently, 99% of L&P’s 
electricity is generated 
by fossil fuel sources, mostly coal. All of this is considered 
dependable, baseload power. Only .5% of power comes 
from a renewable resource – wind. Although L&P will 
be increasing its wind power supply, wind power cannot 
replace the baseload power generation contract that ends 
this year and L&P must find a substitute.

Electricity Issues

TCL&P Mission: To provide safe, affordable, reliable energy services in an 
           environmentally conscious manner.

Executive Director Update
“Our Mission”

Meet Your L&P 
Board Members

Prior to being 
appointed to 
the L&P board, 
he chaired 
the economic 
development 
subcommittee 
of the Citizen’s 
Operational and 
Financial Analysis 
Committee 
(COFAC). 
He and his family 
reside in Traverse 
City where 
Mr. Coco also 
volunteers on 
several nonprofit 
boards supporting 
youth rugby.

Ed Rice
Executive Director

FAQs
Natural Gas 4%

Coal 95.5%

Wind .5%

See the Energy Advisor & TC Light & Power Energy SmartSM program at:



Wind Power!
L&P Leading Michigan in

By fall, L&P will have the highest percentage 
of wind generation to total generation of any 
utility in Michigan!

The first of five wind turbines being built at the Heritage Stoney Corners Wind 
Farm 1 near Cadillac for the purpose of generating electricity for Traverse City 
Light & Power (L&P), was officially dedicated Wednesday, June 23rd.

Your utility will purchase over the next 20 years all the electric generation output, 
along with the renewable energy credits, generated by the five new wind turbines 
with outputs ranging from 0–10,000 kilowatts (kW) depending on the wind 
velocity.

Later this fall, when all five wind 
turbines are operating, L&P will 
have the highest percentage of wind 
generation to total generation of any 
utility in Michigan. To learn more, visit 
www.tclp.org and click on: “L&P to 
Receive Electricity from First of Five 
New Wind Turbines.”

See other side for: FAQs About Electricity Issues, 
and an Update from the Executive Director

New Wind Turbines 
Are Much Larger than 
L&P’s First!

The new wind turbines at 
Heritage Stoney Corners 
Wind Farm continue Light 
and Power’s commitment to 
renewable energy, since L&P 
pioneered America’s first 
utility grade wind turbine back 
in 1996 along M-72. The new 
turbines will be 328 feet tall 
which is 168 feet taller than 
L&P’s M-72 wind turbine. 
Also, within the proper 
high wind speed range, each 
new wind turbine generator 
will produce 2,000 kW of 
electrical power compared 
to the 600 kW at the M-72 
location. L&P Board members dedicate the first wind turbine. Seen clockwise beginning at 12: Mike Coco 

(chairman of the L&P Board), John Taylor, Ed Rice, Jim Carruthers and Linda Johnson. 

L&P will be buying all electric power 
generated by 5 new wind turbines at 
Heritage Stoney Corners Wind Farm 
near Cadillac. FAQs


